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CEO’s NOTE

Kenya Cultural Centre incorporating 
Kenya National Theatre (KCC-NT) is a 
Semi-Autonomous Government Agency 
established by the Kenya Cultural Centre Act 
CAP 218. It is currently administered under the 
Ministry of Youth Affairs, Sports and the Arts. 
It is the oldest cultural institution in Kenya 
charged with the mandate of promotion 
and development of expressive cultural 
forms. In accomplishing this mandate, KCC-
NT is privileged to partner with the Kenya 
International Theatre Festival Trust for 
the 7th Edition of the Kenya International 
Theatre Festival (KITFEST); especially at a 
time when the Centre is celebrating 70 years 
since its inception. Theatre has been central 
in transforming the society, both socially and 
economically. Recognizing and celebrating it 
in Kenya is therefore, very crucial. 

KITFEST aligns with the Centre’s activities and efforts towards being a distinguished International Centre 
for cultural reference and creative expression that makes huge contribution to the Kenyan economy. The 
Festival brings together theatre artists, practitioners, and professionals on a common platform to interact 
and share their skills and experiences in the industry. Furthermore, the participation of diverse countries 
and cultures allows impressive cultural exchanges that inspire cultural connections. 

May this festival encourage us to find ways of advancing the quality of artistry in Kenya and establish the 
need to support the creative industries and cultural sectors.

Thank you.

Micheal Pundo,
CEO, Kenya Cultural Centre Incorporating the Kenya National Theatre



EDITORIAL

It is another new month and your favorite theatre publication “Theatre Digest” is out. We provide you with 
engaging reviews and commentary on performing arts, theatre and entertainment showcased here at Kenya 
National Theatre for the month of October 2022. 

October has been an active month. We are grateful for all theatre production companies who have kept the 
fire burning.  We would like to let you know that the theatre scene is vibrant and the future is bright.

This newsletter has provided a lineup of upcoming shows happening in November. We also have much 
more for your reading pleasure. Learn more about Kenya International Theatre Festival (KITFEST) and enjoy 
a review of the MACONDO Literary Festival by Margaretta wa Gacheru. Delight in the read and let us have 
your feedback.

Twitter: Culturecentreke 

Facebook: Kenya Cultural Centre incorporating Kenya National Theatre -KNT 

Instagram: kenya.culturalcentre 

Tiktok: Culturalcentreke 

LinkedIn: The Kenya Cultural Centre

WhatsApp: 0742008677

Kevin Kimani Kahuro - Principal Creative Production Officer
Lucy Muthaa Karaya - Communication Officer

We are social, join the conversation

EDITORIAL
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KITFest2022
www.kitfest.co.ke

#KITfest2022 has performances and masterclasses from eight 

countries including, Kenya, the USA, South Africa, Egypt, Spain, 

Czechia, Switzerland and China.  Theatre lovers are requested 

to come out and experience these amazing shows lined up from 

different parts of the world. 

Tickets are available at www.tikohub.co.ke and www.mtickets.com

1ST - 13TH November

THE 40TH YEAR OLD VIRGIN
Otoyo

THE 40 YEAR OLD VIRGIN” is a pure Standup Comedy 
Show going down on the first Saturday of November 
2022; 05/11/2022

VENUE: Kenya National Theatre - Ukumbi Mdogo
TIME: 03.00PM (first show) & 06.30PM (second show)
CHARGES: Ksh1,000/= Only

For Tickets CALL 0748 779 666
MPESA TILL (BUY GOODS) 5747007 - Kazungu Matano.

5TH November



BACK TO BASICS
THE AFRICAN CLASSIC CONCERT

Back to Basic: The African Classic concert, is an annual 
musical production set to celebrate, embrace and 
appreciate our African roots through music. Through this 
first launch, we aim to provide a platform for creatives 
to showcase their talents and create job opportunities 
as most arts-based educational institutions do not have 
ready jobs or internships available for their students 
upon completion. We plan to hold this event four times a 
year in different cities and towns, our first show being in 
Nairobi, Kenya. Sponsorships from this launch will cater 
for transportation, accommodation, remuneration and 
hall booking needed for the success of these events. Our 
mission is to nurture and spread performing arts in other 
parts of Kenya providing entertainment, job opportunities 
and income to upcoming artists.
There will be a series of four shows at the event, one of 
which shall be dedicated to underprivileged members 
of society, schools and children’s homes. We believe 
events like this will give them exposure to African 
traditions and the quality of African music that also help 
in the preservation of culture and inspire them to pursue 
performing arts, not only as a hobby but as a career.

13TH November 2022

MULONGO
Kiqwetu Limited

In 1922, the healthy boy Mukhwana was born in the 
village of Mukhweya in Western Kenya. A few minutes 
later, his twin brother Mulongo followed. But they weren’t 
destined to live for long. After a few hours, Mukhwana 
and their mother had been killed to avoid the wrath of 
the curse of first-born twins and only Mulongo survived.  
 
A tale based on true events, the story of Mulongo 
takes us on a journey of the dark fairy tales 
of Kenya’s cultural beliefs and colonial past.  
 
Hadithi Zetu is a live event series that tells tales about 
the rich culture and heritage of our ethnic groups. Our 
past has deep and unique stories to be brought to 
light, with our ethnicities as the source of inspiration, 
knowledge, and identity: United by heritage.

18TH - 20TH November 2022



OUT OF THE CLOSET
A Concept Poetry Event

OUT OF THE CLOSET is a poetry concept event centered 
on the headspace of an artist.

It tells stories of what goes on in the mind of an artist in 
their moments of non-productivity and humanizes their 
personalities. It’s a statement on the mental health of 
artists and those who surrounded them.

The concept is mainly presented in poetry, accompanied 
by live music and a theatrical performance.

17TH November 2022

THE NUTCRACKER
Dance Culture Kenya

The Nutcracker, November 25th-27th & December 
3rd & 4th  – DCK’s annual production of this Christmas 
favorite will bring back the Nairobi Philharmonic with 
guest musicians from around the world to perform 
Tchaikovsky’s timeless score.  The epic defeat of good 
over evil as the Nutcracker slays the sinister Rat King 
with the help of his beloved Clara, will again steal 
the hearts of everyone, young and old, in the Kenya 
National Theatre.  

No one will want to miss their magical journey to the 
“Land of the Sweets”, where they meet the Sugar Plum 
Fairy and her unforgettable attendants.

25TH - 27TH November 2022



MATERNITY CALL
Too Funny Production

Too funny production is back again with a comic stage 
play ‘MATERNITY CALL’ 

VENUE: Kenya National theatre (ukumbi mdogo) Date: 
Saturday, 26th November 

Tickets are going for Kshs.1000

26TH November 2022
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MACONDO LITERARY FESTIVAL FEATURES NOBEL PRIZE WINNING 
WRITER
By MARGARETTA WA GACHERU

The second edition of the Macondo Literary Festival came and went this past weekend with a flurry of mind-
boggling activities.

Taking over both the main Kenya National Theatre stage (where the seats were filled for practically every 
session of stimulating talks, panels, performances, and book premieres) and the smaller Ukumbi Mdogo, the 
festivities also stretched out beyond the theatre’s brick walls. It extended into the parking area where tents 
were filled with some of the newest books, (mainly novels) by African writers.

One of the most mind-boggling achievements of the fest was the remarkable array of prominent African writers 
that came as headliners on the program. “The idea was to bring together for the first time on the continent, 
writers from English, French, and Portuguese-speaking countries, and engage them in conversation,” states 
the Festival’s detailed program.

So to create greater cohesion among African writers and the public at large, the festival organisers, Anje 
Ingekstorff and Yvonne Adhiamb Owuor, invited authors from almost a dozen African states to attend the 
Macondo Literary Festival entitled ‘The Future of memories’. They included Angola, Cameroon, Kenya, Guinea 
Bissau, Madagasscar, Mozambique, Somalia, Senegal, Tanzania, and the UK-South Asian mix.

Not all of them could make it. The ones living and working in the States or UK had an easier time getting 
through the red tape of bureaucracy. But thanks to what we have learned about virtual communication 
during the pandemic, the Mozambiquan author Mia Conte was able to take part via zoom in a lively panel 
discussion.



It was Conte who noted that the deeper significance of the 
Festival was its defiance of the barriers that lead to Africans 
knowing less about their neighbors than about Western icons 
of culture. The barriers include everything from language and 
geography to countries’ diverse colonial histories.

But many of these issues were addressed over the weekend 
when the Macondo Literary Festival interrogated the writers 
and got to know some of the leading intellectuals from the 
region.

Starting off the program in the most welcoming and luminous 
way were Mshai Mwangola-Githonga and Aleya Hassan 
sharing excerpts from an essay by the award-winning Kenyan 
writer Yvonne Adhiambo Owuor.

After that, Aleya dug into the depths of the Senegalese 
poetess, Sylvie Kande’s poetry. Then came members of the 
Orature Collective (Aghan Odero,  Mueni Lundi and Wambua 
Kawive) performing a series of readings from novels by writers 
in attendance at the Festival.

Yvonne Adhiambo Owuor, cofounder of Macondo Festival

Yvonne with Guinea Bissau’s Abdulai Sila and New York Times correspondent at MacondoIt

Following those two, they went on to dramatize a powerful bit from Somali-born Nadifa Mohamed’s ‘The 
Fortune man’. Then came ‘A trail of crab tracks’ by Patrice Nganang of Cameroon and Guinea Bissau’s Abdulai 
Sila’a novel ‘The Ultimate Tragedy’ which was dark and dystopic in contrast to Hafsa Zayyan’s ‘We Are All Birds 
of Uganda’ which reflected on the Seventies, when Idi Amin threw out the South Asian community from that 
country, and they scattered around the world. It turns out a few of them were her relations.



ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Margaretta WA Gacheru has been writing about the arts in Kenya for many 
decades, starting at Hilary Ng’weno’s Weekly Review and Nairobi Times. Holding 
a PhD in Sociology from Loyola University Chicago in the US and master’s 
degrees from University of Nairobi in Literature and Northwestern University 
in Journalism as well as from Loyola and National Louis University in Education, 
Chicago. Author of ‘The Transformation of Contemporary Kenyan Art (1960-
2010), she has been writing for BD Life magazine since early 2012.

So it was brilliant to have him come to Kenya and also to have his books available to ravenous readers who 
stood in long line to get his books signed for them. Those books include After Lives, Paradise, By the Sea, 
Gravel Heart, and many more. His public one-on-one interview with Dr Mshai Mwangola-Githongo went 
straight onto social media and is available on Twitter and YouTube. Best of all his books are available locally 
both in paperback and online as well.

Next, the Collective performed an excerpt from Malagasy 
journalist Naivo’s (aka Naivoharisoa Patrick Ramamonjisoa) 
novel ’Beyond the Rice Fields’.

And finally, they performed a salient excerpt from the Zanzibari 
writer, professor, and scholar, Abdulrazak Gurnah’s latest 
novel, ‘After Lives’ which reflects on the lives of his people 
during the difficult days of the first world war.

There was no mention in the program about Abdulrazak’s 
winning the Nobel Prize for Literature for 2021. Yet having 
him attend the Festival was a major milestone and honor for 
Macondo, an event that got its name from another Nobel 
Prize-winning novelist, Gabriel Garcia Marquez who created 
Macondo as the home town of the Buendia family in his 
magical realistic novel, One hundred years of Solitude.

Abdulrazak is the first Black African to win the prestigious prize 
for Literature since Wole Soyinka won it in 1986. (Professor 
Wangari Maathai won the Nobel for Peace.)

Nobel Prize for Literature for 2021 
Dr. Abdulrazak Gurnah at Macondo 

Literary Festival, October 3, 2022
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THE KENYA INTERNATIONAL THEATRE FESTIVAL 2022

The Kenya International Theatre Festival 
(KITFest) provides a platform to showcase 
Kenyan theatre to the world and stimulate 
artists & audiences by bringing international 
theatrical performances to Kenya. The 
festival is also geared towards celebrating 
outstanding performances and productions 
while promoting diverse cultural practices. 
Theatre artists, practitioners and 
professionals have ample opportunity to 
interact and share their skills and experiences 
in the industry at the festival. 

#KITFest2022 is currently running until 
the 13th of November 2022. The opening 
ceremony on 1st November was quite 
the highlight with the Hon. CS Ababau 
Namwambu attending. He used the platform 
to launch some of his plans for the arts sector 
in Kenya, and plauded KITFest for leading in 
the development theatre. 

#KITfest2022 has performances and 
masterclasses from eight countries including, 
Kenya, the USA, South Africa, Egypt, Spain, 
Czechia, Switzerland and China. The remaining performances are as per the schedule below. Theatre lovers 
are requested to come out and experience these amazing shows lined up from different parts of the world. 
Tickets are available at www.tikohub.co.ke and www.mtickets.com 

Jazz Moll, Co-founder & Associate Director – Youth Theatre Kenya, says, “Audiences can look forward to 
some of the best Theatre Kenya has to offer, and immerse themselves in an amazing two-week-long festival 
experience. Come for the Theatre, stay for the vibes, celebrate the community.” 

Various masterclasses are ongoing both physically and online. Audio Play Masterclass by Swiss.

7TH EDITION



KITFest has four main features;

ARTISTIC SHOWCASES: KITFest was conceived specifically to celebrate theatre and showcase the works 
of theatre artists from all over the world. It’s an international platform where theatre lovers have the 
opportunity to attend & watch performances, share artistic excellence, innovation and explore the 
intersections between various theatrical genres.

TRAINING & DEVELOPMENT: Training in both artistic and business acumen has been at the core of 
our activities. Through cross-platform and agency collaboration, we hold workshops in each KITFest 
venue for the local artists and groups, equipping them with skills for enhancing the value and quality 
of their talents.

EXCHANGE PROGRAMS: The presence of an active international theatre festival in Kenya means 
Kenyan Thespians will always have access to the global theatre scene for exposure to leading skills 
and knowledge, new production techniques and opportunities from across the world. KITFest is 
continuously facilitating exchange programs to ensure local theatre travels for both education and 
business opportunities.

COMMUNITY THEATRE: Kenyan theatre is characterized by a great presence in few towns and cities, 
with Nairobi leading the lot by a huge margin. While the history of theatre suggests that it was one 
of the major community-based activities, urbanization and formalization of the craft has made it 
dwindle in rural areas. KITFest, through the County Tours and Community Theatre projects, seeks to 
reintroduce theatre back to the villages as a powerful advocacy tool, teaching platform and a quality 
entertainment source.

Lung’ashi Nyongesa, Knowledge Management Director – Kenya International Theatre Festival, says, 
“KITFest is not only keen on the showcase aspect of theatre, but also looks to establish a culture of 
learning through its carefully curated training programs that connect both performers and organizers 
to new knowledge for purposes of continuous innovation within the theatrical space.”



ARTISTS KONA,
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ARTIST KONA

CitizenTV as an Actor in a then popular program “Papa Shirandula” 

Radio stations.

Show among other’s.
On Radio, Otoyo has worked for Qfm, Radio Maisha, Radio Citizen and 

Now into “Captain Otoyo Presents”

An outfit that will endeavor to give platform to up and 
coming Entertainers.

“FORTY YEAR OLD VIRGIN” is Otoyo’s premier show.

Praying for God’s grace to make “Captain Otoyo 
Presents” the biggest “thing” ever since Jesus’ feast!!!!

Captain Otoyo joined the Kenya National Theatre in 1998 as an Actor
while still a student at The University of Nairobi.
He rose to an Artistic Director in 2002.

At the Theatre, he  worked with almost all notable Theatre groups,
including Planets Theatre, Mbalamwezi Players, Jicho Four Productions,
Heartstrings Ensemble, and Phoenix Players.
He later Joined Nation Media’s Qfm as a Radio presenter (2005/6) and

but remained at the Kenya National Theatre producing, directing and
performing in several productions.

As time passed by, Otoyo progressed to other TV shows and switched

He has been on Makutano Junction, Churchill Show, The Offside

Milele FM.

Entertainment has been Otoyo’s main occupation to date.



THEATRE PRACTITIONERS RECOGNIZED DURING MASHUJAA DAY 
CELEBRATIONS
KCC-NT ENGAGEMENTS

Kenya Cultural Incorporating the Kenya National Theatre participated in the 13th Mashujaa day celebrations 
held on 20th October 2022. It was a delightful moment to have theatre practitioners being honored as 
shujaas during the celebrations. Among those recognized are: David Mulwa, Margaretta Wa Gacheru, Dr. 
Edwin Ngure Nyutho, Sammy Mwangi, Peter Tosh Odero, Stephen Irungu Njoroge, David Alliwah Sadjah, 
Tirrus Gathwe, Mueni Lundi, and Kennedy Odongo. They were honored for their commitment to enhance the 
creative and cultural art industry. The Centre appreciates their valuable contribution to the industry. 



KCC-NT HOSTS THE OPENING CEREMONY OF CHINESE FILM FESTIVAL 2022

The Kenya Chinese Film Festival 2022 is jointly 
organized by the Chinese Embassy in Kenya, the Kenya 
Cultural Center and the Chinese Confucius Institutes 
in Kenya. The opening ceremony was held on 27th 
October 2022. While making his welcome remarks, 
Mr. Michael Pundo, CEO KCC-NT pointed out that the 
ongoing partnership between Kenya and China in the 
film industry has seen Kenya become a part of the 
International Silk Road League of Theatres.

Ababu Namwamba, newly appointed Cabinet 
Secretary in the Ministry of Youth Affairs, Sports and

Arts said in a speech read on his behalf by Mr. 
Michael Pundo, that the film festival reinforces 
Kenya’s commitment to improving cultural and 
artistic exchanges in various forms and promoting 
outstanding cultural and artistic products.

The Chinese Ambassador to Kenya, H.E Zhou 
Pingjian was present during the ceremony. Zhou 
highlighted that the close relations between the 
two countries is important for cordial collaboration 
between the people of the countries. Furthermore, 
he said that the exhibition of Chinese films in Kenya 
as well as Kenyan films in China would promote the 
understanding and communication between the two 
peoples.

Twelve excellent Chinese films dubbed in Swahili 
will be screened in this festival from October 27, 
2022. This film festival is a concrete action by China 
to actively implement the “Nine Projects” plan of 
the Eighth Ministerial Conference of the Forum on 
China-Africa Cooperation held in December 2021.



PAL SUCCESS STORIES
Interview with GRIFFINS THE POET

Griffins Ndhine is the Senior Program Manager 
at Reactionpower and a performing poet with 
exceptional energy. He loves to inspire, entertain, and 
educate through content and spoken word. He is also 
a powerful and propelling servant leader, spending 
every Tuesday, Wednesday, and Saturday working with 
vulnerable children at MajiMazuri in Mathare. 

He loves to mentor them on art and is always on the 
lookout to connect them with others who can inspire 
them in other areas.

I found out about PAL when I was still in high school as 
I came for drama activities. This influenced even the 
choice of university as it was close by, The University 
of Nairobi where I studied computer science and 
mathematics.

Way even before PAL, I was a poor student in class but when I started poetry and playing with words I found 
studies easy and exams answers were simpler to remember. When I joined PAL, I met a lot of people even 
Jalang’o before he was well known. He used to appreciate us just by watching us and giving his feedback.  
Majorly, PAL has helped me in dodging a lot of youth life bullets. Bullets like drugs and crime. Furthermore, 
the connections and friendship from this platform has brought out the best in me. Parents allow their 
children to be here at PAL, because they know it is a safe space.

You should just come. Like Christ says let the little children come to me, KCC says let all artists come to me. 
There are many performances being held in different counties courtesy of KCC. Theatre is evolving; through 
PAL you meet many people and among the most important thing in art is human resource.

The biggest challenge is usually financial challenge na hiyo ni njaa. So most of the time artist get encouraged 
to come to PAL since there is provision of food at the event. Sometime back we would come as team from 
Kawangware and  walk here knowing there would be food. It really encouraged us.

Another thing is it hurts when you can’t get something out of the art of poetry. When having shows, I need 
costumes for uniqueness. So, investing in my own art and getting no returns really demotivates. This has 
made me opt for other means of income like selling vegetables, training poetry and doing many street 
performances where people drop money as they pass.

Griffins The Poet is one of the PAL beneficiaries of PAL 
mentorship and networking programmes.

How did you learn about PAL?

How did PAL assist your career?

What can you tell an upcoming artist as an encouragement?

What are some of the challenges you faced when still an upcoming artist and how did you solve 
them?



NOTICES



THE KENYA CULTURAL CENTRE INCORPORATING KENYA NATIONAL 

THEATRE IS EXTENDING AN INVITATION TO YOU TO PLACE A FREE 

ADVERT IN OUR NEXT ISSUE OF THE THEATRE DIGEST.

KINDLY SEND YOUR ADVERTS TO:- 

MARKETING@KENYACULTURALCENTRE.GO.KE

KENYACULTURALC@GMAIL.COM

NOVEMBER DIGEST




